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SUBJECT: NEGOTIATIONS ON WMO/ICSU AGREEMENT, GENEVA, 

AUGUST 28-29 

1 . NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN SECRETARY GENERAL DAVIES OF WMO 
AND SECRETARY GENERAL SIR JOHN KENDREW OF INTERNATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS FOR A JOINT AGREEMENT FOR THE 
CONDUCT OF THE WORLD CLIMATE RESEARCH PROGRAM HAS REACHED 
AN IMPASSE. DISCUSSIONS TERMINATED WITH IDENTIFICATION OF 
MAJOR AREAS OF DISAGREEMENT. SIR JOHN KENDREW WAS ASSIST- 
ED BY DR. THOMAS F. MALONE, FOREIGN SECRETARY U.S. ACADEMY 

OF SCIENCES, AND DR. MICHAEL BAKER, EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF 
ICSU. SECRETARY GENERAL DAVIES WAS ASSISTED BY WMO STAFF. 
DRAFT TEXT OF AGREEMENT WAS PREPARED BY DAVIES AND DELIV- 
ERED FRIDAY NIGHT, 25 AUGUST FOR NEGOTIATING SESSIONS 
SCHEDULED MONDAY MORNING 10AM, LATER RESCHEDULED TO MONDAY 
AFTERNOON AT 2PM, AUGUST 28. TIME AVAILABLE FOR KENDREW, 
MALONE AND BAKER TO REVIEW TEXT WAS MINIMAL. 

2. ICSU REPRESENTATIVES IDENTIFIED 16 POINTS OF DISAGREE- 
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MENT WITH WMO TEXT. MANY POINTS OF DISAGREEMENT WERE 
MINOR, AND IRONED OUT IN DISCUSSIONS MONDAY AFTERNOON. 

IMPASSE DEVELOPED OVER DEGREE OF AUTONOMY OF PROPOSED 
JOINT SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND ITS SUPPORTING SCIENTIFIC 
STAFF WITHIN WMO STRUCTURE. ICSU PROPOSED DEGREE OF 
AUTONOMY PRESENTLY ENJOYED BY JOINT ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
FOR GLOBAL ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH PROGRAM. DAVIES OPPOSED 
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THIS DEGREE OF AUTONOMY CITING FINANCIAL AND OTHER LEGAL 
IMPEDIMENTS. 

3. ICSU REPRESENTATIVES JUDGED THAT DAVIES WAS ADAMANT 
AND NOT PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE ON AUTONOMY QUESTION FOR 
JOINT SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE. KENDREW AND BAKER DEPARTED 
MONDAY EVENING WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO MALONE TO INFORM DAVIES 
THAT WMO PROPOSALS UNACCEPTABLE. EARLY MONDAY EVENING. 
MALONE INFORMED DAVIES THAT ICSU HAD REACHED "END OF ROAD" 
LEAVING IMPLICATIONS THAT ICSU WOULD HAVE TO CONSIDER 
ALTERNATIVE COURSES OF ACTION. 

4. FINAL SESSION TUESDAY MORNING, 29 AUGUST, PROVIDED 
FURTHER RESOLUTION OF IMPASSE. MALONE DEPARTED GENEVA 
TUESDAY NOON. 

5. R.M. WHITE. FORMER ADMINISTRATOR, NOAA, PRESENTLY 
CHAIRMAN CLIMATE RESEARCH BOARD, NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCES, WHO SAT IN ON PART OF WMO/ICSU DISCUSSIONS MET 
SEPARATELY WITH DAVIES TUESDAY, ON WORLD CLIMATE CONFERENCE 
BUT DISCUSSED ICSUAVMO IMPASSE. WHITE INDICATED TO DAVIES 

HIS ESTIMATE OF THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT U.S. DELEGATION TO ICSU GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
TO BE CONVENED IN ATHENS 22 SEPTEMBER HAD EXPECTED TO 
HAVE WMO/ICSU AGREEMENT IN CONSIDERATION. SITUATION NOW 
CREATES PROBLEMS FOR UNITED STATES AND OTHER ICSU DELE- 
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GATIONS. U.S. DELEGATION TO ICSU GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 
ATHENS WILL INCLUDE PHILIP HANDLER, PRESIDENT OF ACADEMY 
OF SCIENCES, CONGRESSMAN GEORGE BROWN, CHAIRMAN-SUBCOMMIT- 
TEE ON ATMOSPHERE AND ENVIRONMENT OF HOUSE SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE. BROWN WAS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR OF 
U.S. CLIMATE PROGRAM ACT. 1978, AND KEENLY INTERESTED IN 
INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF CLIMATE. MALONE AND WHITE WILL 
BE MEMBERS OF U.S. DELEGATION TO ICSU GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

6. MALONE HAS ALSO BEEN IN CONTACT WITH DR. JOHN MASON, 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE FROM U.K. TO WMO AND MLLE. MARTIN- 
SANE OF FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE INFORMING THEM OF IMPASSE. 
WHITE"S ASSESSMENT IS THAT DAVIES HAS BEEN SHAKEN BY TURN 

OF EVENTS. WHITE WILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5TH. MALONE WILL RETURN TO U.S. ON 6TH 
SEPTEMBER. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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